
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           FEBRUARY 26, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - TRANSFIGURATION 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 260 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, my external life is often troubled by what is in my 
interior.  Even my interior life is often troubled by what is in my 
interior.  The reason this matters is that I am on my case about 
being troubled—I think I should not be troubled, or I think I 
should be over being troubled by now.  How long, O Lord, am I to 
be pestered by this pernicious idea that I can have a human life 
and not be bothered, or worried, or concerned, or anxious?  I 
have internalized the idea that human life is supposed to be 
pleasant and enjoyable, and I criticize myself when my life is not 
that way.  I am drawn toward stability, and in the process my face 
turns away from ardor and fervor; in addition, I fail to grasp what 
a judgmental and stifling maneuver it is to do so.  My picture is in 
the dictionary next to the word “casualty." 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 17:1-9 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 353 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for March 5, 2017 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; 
Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  The lesson is #5.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  “Mystery 
Woman” is the hostess. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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TRANSFIGURATION 
“And he was transfigured [Greek = to transform] 
before them, and his face shown like the sun, and 
his clothes became dazzling white.” Matthew 17:2 

 

TRANSFORM 
Implies a major change in form, nature or function…  

 

TRANSFIGURE 
To change in outward form or appearance… 

To transform into something more beautiful or 
elevated…implies a change that exalts or glorifies… 

 

TRANSFIGURATION 
A complete change of form or appearance into a more 

beautiful or spiritual state… 
 

Transmogrify 
Suggests a strange or preposterous metamorphosis 

[like a frog turning into a prince] … 
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Ordinary Time, Transfiguration of the Lord [Matthew 17:1-9] 
 This Sunday is known as Transfiguration Sunday, a name which 
comes from Matthew 17:2: “And he [Jesus] was transfigured 
before them, and his face shown like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white.” The Greek word translated into English as 
“transfigured” is a verb meaning “to transform,” a word which 
means “to make a thorough or dramatic change in the form, 
appearance or character of;” ‘transform’ implies a major change in 
form, nature or function.” In contemporary English, the word 
“transfigure” is defined as “to change in outward form or 
appearance, to transform into something more beautiful or 
elevated, and implies a change that exalts or glorifies;” and the 
word “transfiguration” is defined as “a complete change of form or 
appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state.” 

To whom did the transfiguration occur? It is common to assume 
that it occurred to Jesus. However, I suggest that the change that 
occurred took place in the disciples, and also takes place in us. 
There is a change in the way we understand the nature or function 
of what was occurring in the life of Jesus. That is, we see him 
differently in that we come to a different understanding of the 
nature of what he is about, and the way he appears to us is 
transformed. This is illustrated in the text in the following way: the 
disciples associate Jesus with Moses and Elijah, Moses being the 
prophet who delivered the people from slavery, and Elijah being 
the prophet who overthrew the gods the people worshiped. The 
imagery is straight-forward and functions as a metaphor for the 
understanding that forms in us: God will take us on an exploration 
of and an examination of the way we are enslaved by the concepts 
and ideas we worship. 

Think of God as the one who brings us insights which expand our 
perception of the person we are. In the beginning, these insights 
are likely to be illuminating and even relieving. But, as we live with 
them, and as they are unpacked for us, we will realize that the 
insights we received are the tip of the iceberg and that there is 
more to them than we realized, more to us than we realized. God 
invites us to a journey of becoming acquainted with what lies 
below the surface of what we know about ourselves. A time will 

likely come when we are unable to consider these new insights 
about ourselves, and when that is the case it is commonly because 
we love and hold onto the thought-world we inherited from 
whoever raised us. Actually, we are enslaved to the thought-world 
we inherited, especially the images it contains regarding the person 
we should be and are. Transfiguration is the insight that God is going 
to unpack this with us, is going to make available to us more of those 
concepts and conclusions which operate within us and keep us 
bound to an understanding of who we are and should be, concepts 
that are no longer adequate. In our world, transfiguration is 
experienced as the awareness that this internal exploration is what 
is coming our way. Our understanding of what God is doing in and 
with us is transformed to include things about us which we do not 
yet understand. This awareness helps us focus our attention on 
perceptions about ourselves that we might otherwise have seen as 
negative and dismissed as irrelevant, but now realize are actually 
more “exalted, beautiful, elevated or spiritual” than what we 
perceived before. When insights come to us, there is always a 
tendency to get busy with anything which will distract us. However, 
it dawns on us that our task is simply to listen, to pay attention. In 
addition, we realize that now is not the time to explain anything; 
now is the time to assimilate, to take in and understand as fully as 
possible the ideas and information which are disclosed to us. In this 
exploration, we are encouraged in two things: the first is to not get 
stuck in the fear that might come to us along the way, and the 
second is to not be in awe of or revere what is disclosed. 

[Jim Robie, 2-23-17, Cycle A., Matthew 5:38-48] 
 


